
CITY OF BEACON

One Municipal Plaza

Beacon, New York 12508

Mayor Randy Casale

Councilman Lee Kyriacou, At Large

Councilman George Mansfield, At Large

Councilwoman Peggy Ross, Ward 1

Councilman Omar Harper, Ward 2

Councilwoman Pam Wetherbee, Ward 3

Councilman Ali Muhammad, Ward 4

City Administrator Anthony Ruggiero

June 5, 2017
City Council Agenda

Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call:

Public Comment:

Each speaker may have one opportunity to speak up to three minutes on any subject matter other than those which are 
the topic of a public hearing tonight. Please sign in at the podium. This segment will last no longer than thirty minutes, 
with speakers recognized in the order they appear on the sign-in sheet. A second public comment opportunity will be 
provided later in the meeting for those who do not get to speak during this first segment.

Community Segment:

• Independence Day Events Update

Public Hearings:

• Special Use Permit for 177 Main Street

Reports:

• Council Member Ali Muhammad 

• Council Member Omar Harper 

• Council Member Lee Kyriacou  

• Council Member George Mansfield  

• Council Member Pam Wetherbee  

• Council Member Peggy Ross 

• City Administrator, Anthony Ruggiero 

• County Legislators  

• Mayor Randy Casale

Local Laws and Resolutions:

1. Resolution Granting Special Use Permit for Property Located at 177 Main Street

2. Resolution to Appoint a Wastewater Treatment Plant Maintenance Helper

3. Resolution to Appoint a Laborer to the Highway Department

4. Resolution to Appoint Helena Laurino to the Human Relations Commission

5. Resolution in Support of Hudson River Sloop Clearwater's Sail to Washington, DC to Maintain Clean Water 
and Other Environmental Protections

Approval of Minutes:

• Minutes of May 15, 2017

2nd Opportunity for Public Comments:



Each speaker may have one opportunity to speak up to three minutes on any subject matter other than those which are 
the topic of a public hearing tonight. This segment will last no longer than thirty minutes. Those who spoke at the first 
public comment segment are not permitted to speak again.

Adjournment:



City of Beacon Council Agenda
6/5/2017

Title:

Independence Day Events Update

Subject:

Background:



City of Beacon Council Agenda
6/5/2017

Title:

Special Use Permit for 177 Main Street

Subject:

Background:

ATTACHMENTS:

Description Type

Request SUP 177 Main Cover Memo/Letter

SUP 177 Main Plans
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FM 11271

EXISTING

THREE STORY.

NO CHANGE

25.20'
N
51°41'06"W

186.98' S36°22'12"W

185.98' N36°25'38"E

PROPOSED ONE

 STORY ADDITION

25.00'
S53°58'29"E

EXISTING

BLDG.

EXISTING

THREE STORY

EXISTING

THREE STORY

EXISTING

THREE STORY.

N/F LANDS OF A&N VENDING LIBER  1650 CP512

C
O

M
M

E
R
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I
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N/F LANDS OF CABARERA  LIBER  1760 CP276

CLIFF STREET

EXISTING GRAVEL PARKING SURFACE.

PITCH TO EXISTING DRAINAGE.

PREVIOUSLY APPROVED PARKING

(2 SPACES TOTAL)

PROVIDE PAINTED PARKING LINES

(COLOR: WHITE) AND PRE-CAST

CONCRETE TIRE STOPS 24" FROM FENCE.

PROPOSED 6FT. HIGH STOCKADE

PRIVACY FENCE & GATE.

6 FT. HIGH STOCKADE

FENCE TRASH ENCLOSURE.

(SEE DETAIL SHEET 3 OF 4.)

EXISTING CURB CUT

EXISTING CHAIN LINK FENCE

SHARED DRIVEWAY. NO CHANGE.

CONCRETE               SIDEWALK

PRIVATE GARDEN.

LANDSCAPE BY OWNER.

PROPOSED TWO

 STORY ADDITION

L1

EXISTING

LIGHT

FIXTURE

Site Plan

Scale: 1" = 10'

Owner:

Frog Leap, Inc.

177 Main Street

Beacon, New York 12508

Architect:

Aryeh Siegel, Architect

84 Mason Circle

Beacon, New York 12508

177 Main Street

Beacon, New York

Scale: As Noted

April 25, 2017

Location Map

Not to Scale

Amended Special Use Permit Application

Sheet 1 of 4 - Site Plan

NO. DATE DESCRIPTION
BY

REVISIONS:

Index of Drawings

Sheet 1 of 4 Site Plan

Sheet 2 of 4 Existing Conditions

Sheet 3 of 4 Floor Plans

Sheet 4 of 4 Building Section & Elevations

Surveyor:

David Scott Freeman

176 Bell Hollow Road

Putnam Valley, New York 10579

Tel: (631) 926-4563

APPROVED BY RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING BOARD OF THE CITY OF BEACON, NEW YORK, ON THE

_____________ DAY OF ______________, 20______, SUBJECT TO ALL REQUIREMENTS AND

CONDITIONS OF SAID RESOLUTION. ANY CHANGE, ERASURE, MODIFICATION OR REVISION OF THIS PLAT,

AS APPROVED, SHALL VOID THIS APPROVAL.

SIGNED THIS ________________ DAY OF _____________, 20____, BY

__________________________ CHAIRMAN

__________________________ SECRETARY

IN ABSENCE OF THE CHAIRMAN OR SECRETARY, THE ACTING CHAIRMAN OR ACTING SECRETARY

RESPECTIVELY MAY SIGN IN THIS PLACE.
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SURVEY OF LOT 791947

D.C.T.M. DUTCHESS-5954-27-791947

SITUATED AT 177 MAIN STREET

CITY OF BEACON

DUTCHESS COUNTY, NEW YORK

THIS SURVEY IS CERTIFIED TO THE FOLLOWING PARTIES:

THOROUGHBRED TITLE SERVICES LLC (61456)

ENTITLE INSURANCE COMPANY

HUDSON VALLEY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

FROG LEAP INC

FRANK E. DEESSO ESQ

UNAUTHORIZED ALTERATIONS OR ADDITIONS

TO THIS SURVEY IS A VIOLATION OF

SECTION 7209 OF THE NEW YORK STATE

EDUCATION LAW

COPIES OF THIS SURVEY MAP NOT BEARING

THE LAND SURVEYOR'S INKED SEAL OR

EMBOSSED SEAL SHALL NOT BE CONSIDERED

TO BE VALID TRUE COPY.

CERTIFICATIONS INDICATED HEREON SHALL RUN

ONLY TO PERSON FOR WHOM THE SURVEY

IS PREPARED, AND ON HIS BEHALF TO THE

TITLE COMPANY, GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY AND

LENDING INSTITUTION LISTED HEREON, AND

TO THE ASSIGNEES OF THE LENDING INSTI-

TUTION. CERTIFICATIONS ARE NOT TRANSFERABLE

PREPARED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MINIMUM

STANDARDS FOR TITLE SURVEYS AS ESTABLISHED

BY THE L.I.A.L.S. AND APPROVED AND ADOPTED

FOR SUCH USE BY THE NEW YORK STATE LAND

TITLE ASSOCIATION.

THE OFFSET OR DIMENSIONS SHOWN HEREON FROM

THE STRUCTURES TO THE PROPERTY LINES ARE FOR

A SPECIFIC PURPOSE AND USE AND THEREFORE ARE

NOT INTENDED TO GUIDE THE ERECTION OF FENCES,

RETAINING WALLS, POOL, PATIOS, PLANTING AREAS,

ADDITIONS TO BUILDINGS AND ANY OTHER TYPE OF

CONSTRUCTION.

Existing Conditions Plan

Scale: 1" = 10'

Owner:

Frog Leap, Inc.

177 Main Street

Beacon, New York 12508

Architect:

Aryeh Siegel, Architect

84 Mason Circle

Beacon, New York 12508

177 Main Street

Beacon, New York

Scale: As Noted

April 25, 2017

Amended Special Use Permit Application

Sheet 2 of 4 - Existing Conditions Plan
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APPROVED BY RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING BOARD OF THE CITY OF BEACON, NEW YORK, ON THE

_____________ DAY OF ______________, 20______, SUBJECT TO ALL REQUIREMENTS AND

CONDITIONS OF SAID RESOLUTION. ANY CHANGE, ERASURE, MODIFICATION OR REVISION OF THIS PLAT,

AS APPROVED, SHALL VOID THIS APPROVAL.

SIGNED THIS ________________ DAY OF _____________, 20____, BY

__________________________ CHAIRMAN

__________________________ SECRETARY

IN ABSENCE OF THE CHAIRMAN OR SECRETARY, THE ACTING CHAIRMAN OR ACTING SECRETARY
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Surveyor:

David Scott Freeman

176 Bell Hollow Road

Putnam Valley, New York 10579

Tel: (631) 926-4563
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NO CHANGE
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EXISTING

SKYLIGHT
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PROPOSED ADDITION

(SHOWN SHADED)

APARTMENT 1

TWO BEDROOM

LOWER LEVEL DUPLEX

OPEN
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STAIR

HALL

SITTING
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MODIFY
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FIRE ESCAPE
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GUARDRAIL
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SHELVES/DISPLAY
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AT 8"
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-
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13'-0"
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ADDITION

(SHOWN SHADED)

APARTMENT 1

(UPPER LEVEL)

APARTMENT 1

TWO BEDROOM

UPPER LEVEL DUPLEX

APARTMENT 2

ONE BEDROOM

NO CHANGE TO THIS APARTMENT

6" WOOD PICKET MINIMUM 5/8" THICKNESS.

P.T 4X4 WOOD POST AT 4' O.C. EMBED POST MINIMUM 24".

2x4 WOOD RAILS MAXIMUM 12" DISTANCE

FROM TOP & BOTTOM. MINIMUM (3) RAILS REQ'D.

12 DIA. CONCRETE FOOTING. MINIMUM 30" DEPTH FROM FINISH GRADE.

Owner:

Frog Leap, Inc.

177 Main Street

Beacon, New York 12508

Architect:

Aryeh Siegel, Architect

84 Mason Circle

Beacon, New York 12508

177 Main Street - Renovation

Beacon, New York

Scale: As Noted

April 25, 2017

APPROVED BY RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING BOARD OF THE CITY OF BEACON, NEW YORK, ON THE
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CITY OF BEACON 

CITY COUNCIL 

 

RESOLUTION NO. _____ OF 2017 

 

RESOLUTION GRANTING AN AMENDED SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR  

177 MAIN STREET 

WHEREAS, Frog Leap, Inc., (the “Applicant”), has submitted applications for an Amended 

Special Use Permit and Site Plan to maintain the existing 800 s.f. ground floor retail storefront, reduce the 

number of dwelling units from three to two (2 bedroom apartment on the second floor and 1 bedroom 

apartment on the third floor) and construct a rear addition to the existing building on property located at 

177 Main Street, consisting of 0.107 acres and designated on the Tax Map of the City of Beacon as Parcel 

ID 5954-27-791947 (the “Property”) in the Central Business (CB) Zoning District and Historic District and 

Landmark Overlay District in the City of Beacon, Dutchess County, New York; and  

 

WHEREAS, on August 20, 2001 pursuant to Resolution No. 126 of 2001 the City Council granted 

a Special Use Permit to Main Street Projects for four apartments on the second and third floor with one 

apartment and commercial space on the ground floor (total of five apartments); and  

 

WHEREAS, the proposed project is shown on the following drawings, generally entitled, 

“Amended Special Permit Application,” prepared by Aryeh Siegel, Architect, last revised April 25, 2017: 

 

1. Sheet 1 of 4, “Site Plan;” 

2. Sheet 2 of 4, “Existing Conditions Plan;” 

3. Sheet 3 of 4, “Floor Plans;” 

4. Sheet 4 of 4, “Sections and Elevations;” and 

 

WHEREAS, the application also consists of application forms, a Certificate of Inspection pursuant 

to City Code §179-6 and Parts 1 and 2 of a full Environmental Assessment Form (EAF); and  

 WHEREAS, the City Council is the approval authority for the Special Use Permit pursuant to City 

of Beacon Zoning Code §223-18; and   

WHEREAS, the Planning Board considered the Special Permit and Site Plan Applications at its 

May 9, 2017 meeting and issued a report to the City Council dated May 11, 2016 recommending approval 

of the Special Use Permit subject to Site Plan approval by the Planning Board; and  

 WHEREAS, the proposed action is a Type II action pursuant to the New York State Environmental 

Quality Review Act (9 NYCRR 617.5(c)(9)) and accordingly, no further environmental review is required; 

and  

WHEREAS, on June 5, 2017, the City Council conducted a public hearing on the Special Permit 

Application at which time all interested persons were given the opportunity to be heard; and  

WHEREAS, the City Council is fully familiar with the Project and has reviewed the Project 

relative to all applicable provisions of the City Code. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council hereby makes the following 

findings in accordance with Section 223-18.B(1) of the Zoning Law: 

 



5102/11/601204v1  6/1/17 

1. The location and size of the use, the nature and intensity of the operations involved in or 

conducted in connection with it, the size of the site in relation to it and the location of the site 

with respect to streets giving access to it are such that it will be in harmony with the appropriate 

and orderly development of the district in which it is located. 

 

2. The location, nature and height of buildings, walls and fences and the nature and extent of the 

landscaping on the site are such that the use will not hinder or discourage the appropriate 

development use of adjacent land and buildings. 

3. Operations in connection with any special use will not be more objectionable to nearby 

properties by reason of noise, fumes, vibration or other characteristic than would be the 

operations of any permitted use, not requiring a special permit. 

 

4. Parking areas will be of adequate size for the particular use and properly located and suitably 

screened from adjoining residential uses, and the entrance and exit drives shall be laid out so 

as to achieve maximum safety. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council grants an Amended Special Use Permit to 

Frog Leap, Inc. to the multifamily residence component of the Project as set forth and detailed on the plans 

listed above, prepared by Aryeh Siegel, Architect, last revised April 25, 2017, upon the following 

conditions:   

 

A. Six (6) sets of the above referenced plans shall be submitted for endorsement by the City 

Administrator.  One set of the endorsed plans will be returned to the Applicant, one set will be 

retained by the City Clerk, one set will be provided to the Planning Board, and one set each 

will be forwarded to the Building Inspector, City Engineer and City Planner.   

 

B. The following conditions shall be fulfilled prior to the issuance of any Building Permits 

for the Project: 

 

1. The Applicant shall seek and obtain Site Plan Approval and Certificate of Appropriateness 

Approval from the Planning Board.  As part of the Site Plan review and approval process 

matters, including but not necessarily limited to the following, shall be resolved to the 

satisfaction of the Planning Board: 

a. The Applicant shall demonstrate that it has an easement from the adjacent 

property owner for access over the shared driveway to the two proposed 

parking spaces, or the plan shall be modified to eliminate the need for an 

easement.  

 

C. The following are general conditions which much be fulfilled: 

 

1. The Applicant shall be responsible for the payment of all application review costs incurred 

by the City in its review and approval of this Project.  Such fees shall be paid by the 

Applicant within thirty (30) days of each notification by the City that such fees are due.  If 

such fees are not paid within said thirty (30) day period, and an extension therefor has not 

been granted by the City, this resolution shall be rendered null and void. 

 

2. As used herein, the term “Applicant” shall include its heirs, successors and assigns, and 

where applicable its contractors and employees. 
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3. If any of the conditions enumerated in this resolution upon which this approval is granted 

are found to be invalid or unenforceable, then the integrity of this resolution and the 

remaining conditions shall remain valid and intact.  

 

4. The approvals granted by this resolution do not supercede the authority of any other entity. 

 

5. In accordance with Section 223-18.F(1) of the Zoning Law, this Special Permit Approval 

authorizes only the particular use specified in the permit and shall expire if: 

 

a. A bona fide application for a Building Permit is not filed within one (1) year of the 

issuances of this Special Permit Approval; or  

b. If all required improvements are not made within two (2) years from the date of 

issuance of the Building Permit; or  

c. If said use ceases for more than six (6) months for any reason. 

 

6. In accordance with Section 223-18.F(2) of the Zoning Law, the City Council may grant 

one (1) or more extensions of up to six (6) months each, to (a) complete the conditions of 

approval for the special permit use, upon a finding that the applicant is working toward 

completion of such conditions with due diligence and has offered a reasonable explanation 

of its inability to complete such improvements and file a bona fide application for a 

building permit, and (b) to complete construction of the improvements, upon a finding that 

the Applicant is prosecuting construction with due diligence and has offered a reasonable 

explanation of its inability to complete the Project.  The City Council may impose such 

conditions as it deems appropriate upon the grant of any extension.  The granting of an 

extension of time shall not require a public hearing.   

 

7. Any proposed revision to this approved Special Permit Approval shall be submitted to the 

City Council.  The City Council, in its discretion, shall determine the appropriate 

procedures for consideration of the proposed revision, and whether such revision is 

material enough to require further environmental analysis, further project review and/or a 

further hearing, as it may deem appropriate.   

 

8. The Building Inspector may revoke this Special Permit Approval where it is found that the 

use of the premises does not conform with the limitations and conditions contained in the 

Special Permit Approval. 

  

Dated:  June 5, 2017 

Resolution No.                of 2017 Date:      June 5, 2017      

Amendments                    2/3 Required 

Not on roll call.   On roll call   3/4 Required 

Motion Second Council Member Yes No   Abstain Reason Absent 

           Ali Muhammad                      

          Omar Harper                       

              Lee Kyriacou                             

          George Mansfield                       

         Pamela Wetherbee                            

           Peggy Ross                                  

    Mayor Randy J. Casale                    

  Motion Carried           
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CITY OF BEACON 

CITY COUNCIL 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO.             OF 2017 

 

APPOINTMENT OF BRIAN TORTORA 

AS WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT MAINTENANCE HELPER IN THE 

WATER DEPARTMENT 

 

APPROVE appointment of Brian Tortora as Wastewater Treatment Plant Maintenance 

Helper in the City of Beacon Wastewater Treatment Plant effective June 6, 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resolution No.                   of 2017 Date:      June 5, 2017      

Amendments                    2/3 Required 

Not on roll call.   On roll call   3/4 Required 

Motion Second Council Member Yes No   Abstain Reason Absent 

           Ali Muhammad                  

          Omar Harper                   

              Lee Kyriacou                         

          George Mansfield                   

         Pamela Wetherbee                        

           Peggy Ross                              

    Mayor Randy J. Casale                

  Motion Carried       
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Res. appt r.joseph Resolution



 
 

CITY OF BEACON 

CITY COUNCIL 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO.             OF 2017 

 

APPOINTMENT OF RUSSELL JOSEPH 

AS LABORER IN THE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

 

APPROVE appointment of Russell Joseph as Laborer in the City of Beacon Highway 

Department effective June 26, 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resolution No.                   of 2017 Date:      June 5, 2017      

Amendments                    2/3 Required 

Not on roll call.   On roll call   3/4 Required 

Motion Second Council Member Yes No   Abstain Reason Absent 

           Ali Muhammad                  

          Omar Harper                   

              Lee Kyriacou                         

          George Mansfield                   

         Pamela Wetherbee                        

           Peggy Ross                              

    Mayor Randy J. Casale                

  Motion Carried       
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Res. Appt. Laurino Resolution
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CITY OF BEACON 

CITY COUNCIL 

 

RESOLUTION NO.                OF 2017 

 

RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE APPOINTMENT OF HELENA LAURINO TO THE CITY 

OF BEACON HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Beacon hereby confirms the appointment 

of Helana Laurino as a commissioner of the Human Relations Commission for a two-year term ending May 

31, 2019.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resolution No.                     of 2017 Date:    June 5, 2017                        

Amendments                    2/3 Required 

Not on roll call.   On roll call   3/4 Required 

Motion Second Council Member Yes No   Abstain Reason Absent 

          Ali Muhammad                     

          Omar Harper                      

         Lee Kyriacou                            

          George Mansfield                      

         Pamela Wetherbee                           

          Peggy Ross                                 

    

Mayor Randy J. 

Casale                   

  Motion Carried          



City of Beacon Council Agenda
6/5/2017

Title:

Resolution in Support of Hudson River Sloop Clearwater's Sail to Washington, DC to Maintain Clean Water 
and Other Environmental Protections

Subject:

Background:

ATTACHMENTS:

Description Type

Res. Hudson River Protection Resolution



CITY OF BEACON 

CITY COUNCIL 

 

RESOLUTION NO. ___ - 2017 

MUNICIPAL RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF HUDSON RIVER SLOOP CLEARWATER’S SAIL TO 

WASHINGTON, DC TO MAINTAIN CLEAN WATER AND OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIONS 

WHEREAS in 1970 Pete Seeger and the Hudson River Sloop Clearwater helped turn the tide in favor of 

enacting the 1972 Clean Water Act by sailing the Clearwater to Washington, DC and organizing an 

historic Capitol Hill forum on the need for federal clean water protections, where Seeger said,  

“The problems of the American Rivers can’t be solved by people . . . who live on them. 

Only the Federal Government has the power to enact and enforce the laws that are 

needed;”  and 

WHEREAS  the Hudson River and many American waterways are much cleaner and safer as a result of 

the implementation of the Clean Water Act, as well as other state and national environment protection 

legislation and regulations; and 

WHEREAS  issues of serious water pollution still plague communities from Flint, Michigan to the City of 

Newburgh or the Village of Hoosic Falls in New York; and 

WHEREAS  a clean, safe and healthy environment is foundational for a strong economy; and  

WHEREAS  existing federal clean water protections, have recently been rolled back or are coming under 

threat from many quarters, including:   

• Using the Congressional Review Act to undo the Stream Protection Rule, which previously 

protected waterways from surface coal mining pollution; 

• Using the EPA rulemaking process to “repeal and replace” the Waters of the United States Rule, 

which extended Clean Water Act protections to 60% of U.S. streams and 20 million acres of 

wetlands, and these waters and wetlands will soon lose those protections if the Rule is undone; 

• Proposed 31% cuts to EPA funding, including, among other things:  a 45% cut in Categorical 

Grants to states for water protection programs; elimination of the $427 million funding of the 

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and other regional programs; a total estimated cut of $1 

billion in Office of Water programs; and 

WHEREAS  proposed cuts to Superfund would undermine Superfund cleanup in 85 sites across New York 

State; and 

WHEREAS  federal water protections and robust EPA regulation and enforcement are vital to the 

environmental health of New York’s waterways and to the safety of its drinking water; and 

WHEREAS  climate change is also a water quality issue and already impacts New York’s waterways and 

drinking waters through more frequent and severe droughts and storms; and 

WHEREAS  many water quality issues, such as phosphorus loading of our lakes and streams, directly 

impact aquatic life and recreation, and will require increases in Federal funding for stormwater 

infrastructure; and 



WHEREAS  drinking water contaminants which jeopardize public health and safety are just being 

uncovered in many existing water systems, flat-funding Federal grants will not allow States and 

municipalities to implement drinking and waste water infrastructure projects needed for their 

prevention or remediation;  and 

WHEREAS these issues and threats affect not only all New Yorkers, but all Americans; and 

WHEREAS  the Sloop Clearwater will carry to Washington and deliver to federal officials a “cargo of 

concern” documenting the broad-based concerns of citizens, public interest groups, and municipal and 

state officials throughout New York about growing threats to our water and to federal clean water 

protections, and the need for sound, science-based water policy;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Beacon located in Dutchess County, New York hereby 

registers its deep concern over current rollbacks and threats to federal clean water protections as 

described above, affirms the need for sound, science-based water policy and for adequate regulation, 

enforcement and funding as pressure on water quality and safety continue to mount.  We also wish to 

express our support for the effort Clearwater is leading to carry our concerns and concerns of many New 

Yorkers for clean water and other environmental protections directly to Washington.  

 

 

 

Resolution No.                   of 2017 Date:      June 5, 2017      

Aenents                    2 Reuie 

Not on oll all.   On oll all    Reuie 

Motion Second Council Member Yes No   Abstain Reason Absent 

           Ali Muhaa                  

          Oa Hape                   

              Lee Kyiaou                         

          Geoge Mansfiel                   

         Paela Wethebee                        

           Peggy Ross                              

    Mayo Rany J. Casale                

  Motion Caie       
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City of Beacon Council Minutes  May 15, 2017 

 

Regular Meeting 

These minutes are for the regular meeting of the Beacon City Council, held in the Municipal Center at One 

Municipal Plaza on May 15, 2017. Please note that the video recording of this meeting is available at 

http://vimeo.com/channels/40154.  

 

Council Members Present: Council Members Absent/Excused: 

Lee Kyriacou, At Large  

George Mansfield, At Large  

Peggy Ross, Ward One 

Omar Harper, Ward Two 

Pamela Wetherbee, Ward Three  

 

Ali Muhammad, Ward Four  

Randy Casale, Mayor  

 

 

Also Present: 

Anthony Ruggiero, City Administrator  

Nick Ward-Willis, City Attorney  

 

 

 
A moment of silence was observed for those who serve and have served in the US military

 
First Opportunity for Public Comments: Each speaker may have one opportunity to speak up to three minutes 

on any subject matter other than those which are the topic of a public hearing tonight. 

 

Speakers: 

 

David Schwartz, owner of the Beacon Bldg.:  Agrees with the consensus that the consolidated firehouse 

should be located at the Dog Park.  Bought the Beacon Bldg. at auction; no one else bid on it.  If the City 

decides to use his site, he will be an unwilling seller.   

Charlie Kelly:  Spoke out against using the Dog Park location for the firehouse.  Feels that the land is 

more valuable as parkland.  City Hall was moved to its current location as an afterthought.  Would like 

the firehouse project to contain a Recreation Center.       

Christine Galbo:  Gave details about the upcoming Youth Police Academy.   

Amanda Means:  Is concerned about locating the firehouse on the Dog Park site.  Is worried about 

response time.  Mentioned enhancing EMS services.   

Clara Davis:  Thanked the Council for taking comments.  Feels that the fire study does not consider 

Beacon’s recent growth.  Worries that it will be difficult for a firetruck to maneuver through that area.  

Urged the council to delay the vote and look at what is best for the future.    

Jason Hughes:  Would like Council to consider the kids going to the Montessori School.  Making it a 

multi-use facility would alleviate others’ concerns about a firehouse as a playhouse.   

Marie Greener:  Feels that the 10-year-old report may not reflect the current needs of Beacon.  

Encourages council to delay voting.  Route 52 is on the edge of town and it will be a busy intersection.     

Pat Keliher:  Has been a firefighter for many years.  Has participated on all of the reports.  We have 

studied this issue for 20 years.  It would be wasteful to remodel the current firehouse.  Thinks the Dog 

Park is the best place.  Tens of thousands of dollars have been spent reviewing this issue.  Vote for or 

against but stop kicking this can down the road.   

http://vimeo.com/channels/40154
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Jim Cotter:  Has read the studies and does not feel that there is a compelling argument for moving 

forward.  Response time should be considered and the City should include renewable energy options.  

Encourages council to vote no.   

Samantha Brit:  Does not feel that the changes made to the law with regard to affordable housing will 

help.  Feels that single mothers and families should be given preference.  Read from the Highland 

Current newspaper.   

Clark Gebman:  God bless the men and women who come to rescue us from heart attacks.  He 

mentioned that he is a banker and that none of the council members has asked him for his numbers 

regarding the proposal.  Feels that Beacon’s laws do not address how families can create generational 

wealth.   

 

 Public Hearings:   

 

No. 1:  Continuation of the Public Hearing on the Local Law to Amend Chapter 223 of the Code as it 

Relates to Off Street Parking 

 

Speakers:   

 

Lou Amoroso:  Thinks that is would be dangerous to have underground parking and is surprised that we 

allowed underground parking on Churchill Street.   

Theresa Kraft:  Believes that parking spaces on Main Street are too narrow already.   

 

Motion to close the public hearing:  Council Member Muhammad, second Council Member Mansfield 

7-0  

 

Council Member Reports: 

 

Ali Muhammad:  Feels happy to be at the meeting and hopes everyone had a nice Mother’s Day.   

Omar Harper:  Hoped everyone had a happy Mother’s Day.  Went to the Cupcake Festival – it was a 

great event.  Went to a radio interview with the kids from Sargent School, it was the highlight of his 

week.  Its great to see the recreation programs at work.        

Lee Kyriacou:   Assessment notices were sent out.  Previously ran a State agency dealing with 

assessments.  Gave an overview of how assessments affect taxes.  Advised that if anyone has any 

questions, they can contact him.      

George Mansfield:  had no comments.    

Pam Wetherbee:  Would like to revisit the 344 Main Street issue to make sure something like this does 

not happen again.     

Peggy Ross:   Also would like to discuss 344 Main.  Encouraged the public to attend Planning Board 

meetings.  Would like to suggest a Super Workshop where the council, planning board and zoning board 

would meet together.  Gave examples of things to be reviewed.  Would like to look at the impact the 

City’s growth is having on the school district.  This would be a meeting about intelligent growth.   

Jerry Landisi:  Gave details on the Elder Abuse program in Poughkeepsie.  Gave an update on the 

County’s legislative items.     

Anthony Ruggiero: Gave details about the gypsy moth spraying on Mt. Beacon and Fishkill Ridge.   

Mayor Randy Casale:  Announced that he reappointed Tony Lassiter to the Newburgh Housing 

Authority.  Gave the details about Grievance Day.  Advised that it is National Police Week.   
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 Resolutions, Ordinances and Local Laws:   

 

1. Resolution  Adopting a Local Law Amending Chapter 223, Article III, Section 26, Subsection C 

Concerning Off-Street Parking     

• Motion by Council Member Wetherbee, second by Council Member Ross 

5-2 (Council Members Muhammad and Harper voted no)   

 

2. Resolution  Selecting the Memorial Park Dog Park Location as the Site of the Single Consolidated 

Firehouse 

 

Council Member Kyriacou would like to keep one of our firehouse in a historic firehouse bldg. Added 

that he would like the new firehouse to be multi-use.  Would like to discuss long-term planning for all 

City-bldgs.   

Council Member Mansfield feels that if we move the firehouse to the dog park, we should first have a 

traffic study done.   

Anthony Ruggiero added that a traffic study is being done on the Fishkill Avenue and Teller area.   

Mayor Casale explained how the EMS system is run and how it does not cost the city any money.  He will 

also speak to Dutchess County about their site as a possible location if the present bldg. could be 

demolished a new facility could fit there.   

• Motion by Table until June 5 - Council Member  Ross, second by Council Member Wetherbee 

6-1 (Council Member Muhammad voted no)  

 

3. Resolution  Authorizing an Agreement with MAA for Architectural and Design Services Related to the 

Consolidated Firehouse Project 

• This resolution was removed from the agenda.   

 

4. Resolution to Set a Public Hearing for June 5, 2017 to Receive Comments Concerning a Special Use 

Permit for Property Located at 177 Main Street     

• Motion by Council Member Muhammad, second Council Member Kyriacou 

7-0  

5. Resolution to Authorize the Common Ground Farm to Hold a Ticketed Event at the Pavilion at 

Memorial Park 

• Motion by Council Member Mansfield, second Council Member Ross 

7-0  

6. Resolution Establishing Benchmarking Requirements for Certain Municipal Buildings     

• Motion by Council Member Ross, second Council Member Mansfield 

7-0  
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7. Resolution to Approve the Appointment of a Part Time Police Assistant 

• Motion by Council Member Mansfield, second Council Member Muhammad 

7-0  

Approval of Minutes of April 17 and May 1, 2017:   

 

• Motion by Council Member Kyriacou, second by Council Member Muhammad 

7-0 

 

Second Opportunity for Public Comments:  Each speaker may have one opportunity to speak for up to three 

minutes on any subject matter on which the Council can take action. 

 

Speakers:   

 

Theresa Kraft:  Feels like everyone is looking to develop a 4-story bldg.  

Kenya Gadsden:  Urged everyone to vote on the School Budget and Board members.   

Lou Amaroso:  Advised that 3 minutes is not enough time to discuss the firehouse project.  Whoever 

painted the firehouse did a terrible job.  Gave details about what a volunteer firefighter does.   

 

Adjournment:   

• Motion by Council Member Harper, second by Council Member Muhammad 

7-0 

 

Next Workshop:  May 30, 2017 

Next Meeting:   June 5, 2017  
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