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EOIN WRAFTER, AICP

J. Mo
MARcUS LINARD COMMISSIONER

COUNTY EXECUTIVE

COUNTY OF DUTCHESS
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

November 28, 2013

Ta: City Council, City of Beacon
Re: Referral #ZR18-366, LL AmendIng Chapter 223, Signs and to Delete Chapter 183

The Dutchess County Department of Planning and Development has reviewed the subject referral within the framework
of General Municipal Law (Article 12B, §239-I/m).

ACTION - The City Council proposes a Local Law to amend Chapter 223 of the City Code to add regulations regarding
signs, and to delete current chapter 183 regarding slgns.

COMMENTS —

Definitions:
1. Should the definition of SIGN, LAWN be amended to say, “Inserted INTOQ the ground?”

2. Regarding SIGN, TEMPORARY, the Council is proposing that materlals such as cardboard, wallboard, and
plywood may be used. Without proper protection, these materials can quickly degrade. We encourage the City
to ensure that these signs remain in good repair, since temporary signs are proposed ta be permitted for up to a

6 month period.

Section E. Prohibited Signs (8) prohibits signs “that are mechanically, digitally or electronically animated.” The Council
may want to consider amending the definition to include the word “televisions.” Under this same section, it is unclear

whether digital signs are prohihited, or just animation of digltal signs Is prohibited.

Regarding freestanding slgns, Section 1(2)(a) and I{2)(b) establishes maximum size of a freestanding sign based on a
building’s setback. It is unclear what the rationale is behind the two different size allowances, as presumably, the
freestanding sign would sit in approximately the same location, regardless of building location. Permitting larger
freestanding signs for buildings sethack Into the site may encourage more suburban development patterns with front

yard parking.
RECOMMENDATION - The Department recommends that the Board rely upon its own study of the facts in the case with

due consideration of the above comments.

Eoin Wrafter, AICP, Commissioner

By ;
Jennifer F. Cocozza,
Deputy Commissioner
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