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DRAFT LOCAL LAW NO. OF 2018

CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF BEACON

PROPOSED LOCAL LAW TO
ADD SECTION 223-15 OF THE CODE OF THE
CITY OF BEACON

A LOCAL LAW
to amend Section
223-15 of Code
of the City of
Beacon,
concerning  sign
regulations.

BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Beacon as follows:

Section 1. Section 223-15 of the Code of the City of Beacon entitled “Signs” is hereby
created as follows:

§ 223-15 Signs.

A. Purpose. The purpose of this section is to promote and protect the public health,

safety and welfare by regulating signs of all types within the City of Beacon. This
section is intended to protect property values, create a more attractive economic
and business climate, ensure pedestrian and vehicular safety, enhance and protect

the physical appearance of the community and preserve the scenic and natural
beauty of the City.

B. Conformity required. No sign or billboard shall be erected, constructed, displayed,
maintained, moved, reconstructed, extended, enlarged or altered, except in
conformity with and expressly authorized by the provisions of this chapter.

C. Definitions

LAWN SIGN.

Small, temporary freestanding signs made out of ridged materials that can
be inserted into the ground.

SANDWICH BOARD SIGN.

A two-sided hinged sign, portable in nature and capable of standing
without support or attachment.
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TEMPORARY SIGN.

A banner, pennant, poster or advertising display constructed of paper,
cloth, canvas, plastic sheet, cardboard, wallboard, plywood or other like
materials and that appears to be intended or is determined by the Building
Inspector, or his or her designee, to be displayed for a limited period of
time of no more than 60 days.

WINDOW SIGN
A type of sign applied onto or attached to the inside or outside of a
window or a transparent door. A sign within a building and visible through
a window or door but not attached to the window ot door is also
considered a window sign.

D. Permit required.

(1) Unless specifically exempted from obtaining a permit under the provisions
of this section, no person shall erect, construct, replace, relocate or
structurally alter any sign within city without first obtaining a sigh permit
from the Building Inspector and paid required fee to the City Clerk. The
repainting, repairing, changing of parts or sign facing, and maintenance of

signs shall not require the issuance of a sign permit provided such
maintenance, change or alteration does not in any way alter the physical size,

design, or nature of the sign.

(2) The Building Inspector or his duly authorized designee shall issue a permit
within a reasonable period of time following receipt of a complete permit
application:

(3) Submission of a permit application shall be on a form issued by the Building

Department and the application fee shall be set forth in the City of Beacon
Fee Schedule. The application shall include plans and/or specification of the

sign, including the dimensions, materials and details of construction nof te
proposed sign.

(4) If a sign is not erected within six months following the issuance of a sign
permit for said sign, the sign permit will automatically become void.
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E. Prohibited Signs

(1) Signs that contain words or pictures of an obscene or pornographic nature.
(2) Signs that emit audible sounds, odor or visible matter.
(3) Signs placed on a curb, sidewalk, hydrant, utility pole, trees or other objects

located on or over any public street unless otherwise permitted. The City
reserves the right to remove any sign placed on public property without

notice. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the following signs are permitted
in the public right of way:

1. Public signs erected by or on behalf of a governmental body to post
legal notices, identify public property, convey public information,
and direct or regulate pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

i. Temporary emergency warning signs erected by a governmental
body, public utility company or contractor doing authorized or
permitted work within the public right-of-way, provided that such

signs shall be located outside of the public vehicular and pedestrian
travel ways and shall be placed so as not to create any nuisance or

threat to public safety.

(4) Signs that are mounted on wheels or mounted on any structure on wheels.
(5) Signs with mirrors or any other reflective material.
(6) Roof signs

F. Signs exempt from permit requirements
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The following signs are exempt from the permit requirements of this section.
Unless otherwise limited below such exempt sign shall not exceed four feet in

height and shall not exceed six square feet in sign area per sign. Each exempt sign
must comply with all other provisions of this section.

(1) Any official sign, public notice, or warning sign supported by federal, state or
local law, including but not limited to signs erected and maintained pursuant
to and in discharge of any government functions. Direction signs that
provide direction to pedestrians, bicyclists, or motorists shall not require a
sign permit and shall not exceed two square feet.

(2) One identification sign stating the name and address of the resident or
property or the number of the lot, not exceeding one square foot in area in

any residential district and 10 square feet in any non-residential district.

(3) Window signs. The total amount of signage shall not exceed 30% of the total
glass area.

(4) Traffic control devices and other public safety signs on public streets and
highways conforming to the Uniform Manual for Traffic Control Devices;

(5) Flags. Flags of any nation, or state and seasonal or thematic flags shall not
require a sign permit. This does not include flagpoles. Flags shall not exceed
six square feet.

(6) Historical markers, monuments or signs as recognized by local, state or

federal authorities

(7) One nameplate not exceeding two (2) square feet for customary home

occupations, mounted on or within two (2) feet of the door.

(8) TLawn signs. A single lawn sign shall be allowed on any lot without a permit

provided that the sign does not exceed two (2) feet in height and two (2)
square feet in area. The sign shall be placed at least five feet from all

property lines and shall not impede the traffic or visibility of pedestrians,
bicyclists, or motorists. Such signs are to be nonilluminated.

(9) Sandwich board signs. A single sandwich board sign shall be permitted on
any lot provided that such sign does not exceed three (3) feet in height and
six (6) feet in area. All sandwich board signs shall be brought in each day at

the close of business. Placement of any such sign shall not impede the flow
of intersections.

<G. Sign regulations in—residenee all districts.

(1) Animation. No sign shall be mechanically, digitigally or -animatedelectronically
animated;-sueh-as-meving rotating-orreveolving.
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(2)  Setback. All signs shall be located within the setback lines of the lot or on the
building.

(3) Repair. All signs and components thereof shall be kept in good repair and in
safe, neat, clean and attractive condition.-

(4) Ilumination. Permitted signs may be internally or externally illuminated,

exeeptbymeans-of aneon-type-eleetriematerial; provided that such

illumination shall not be twinkling, flashing, intermittent, or of changing
degrees of intensity or projected outward from the property onto adjacent

propertles or pubhc rlghts of Way—&ﬂd—pfeﬂéed—t-h&t—ﬂ&&se&fee—e%sueh—

loeated. Notwlthstandmg the above neon, LCD and LED signs shall not be
permitted_in any residential districts, but may be permitted in nonresidential
districts.

(5) Placement. No sign shall be located so as to obscure any signs displayed by a
public authority, nor shall any sign be placed in such a way as to obstruct
proper sight distance or otherwise interfere with pedestrian or traffic flow.

(7) No sign shall be placed in a location that would cause a violation of the
provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, as may be amended from
time to time.

H. Signs in residential districts.

(1) The aggregate sign area of all signs on any lot shall not exceed 16
square feet.

B:L Signs in nonresidence districts. In nonresidence districts, the following
signs are hereby authorized:

(1) Not more than one sign affixed to the outer wall of the structure within which
the permitted use is situated, which outer wall faces the principal street giving
access to such structure, provided that:

(a) The aggregate area of each such sign shall not exceed one square foot
for each linear foot of building facing the street.

(b) No such sign shall exceed two feet in height, except that a vertical
projecting wall sign shall not exceed eight feet in height. A vertical
projecting wall sign is defined as any sign which is attached to the
building wall or structure which is perpendicular to the face of such
wall or structure.

(©) No sign shall project above the eaves of the building on which it is
affixed or, if no eaves exist thereon, the roof, nor shall any sign
extend more than six inches into any required yard.
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(d) No sign shall face an abutting residential zoning district if located
within 50 feet of such district.

(e) Vertical projecting wall signs shall not have more than two faces.

® The exterior edge of a vertical projecting wall sign shall not extend
more than five feet from the outer wall of the structure or 1/3 the
width of the sidewalk, whichever is less.

(2 No part of a vertical projecting wall sign shall extend into vehicular
traffic areas, and any part over pedestrian areas shall have a minimum
clearance of seven feet, six inches.

(2)  Not more than one freestanding sign facing each street on which the lot
abuts, provided that:

(a) The building is set back not less than 50 feet from the street line, in
which case the sign shall not exceed 20 square feet in area.

(b) The building is set back not less than 100 feet from the street line, in
which case the sign shall not exceed 35 square feet in area.

(© No dimension shall exceed 12 feet.

E]. Temporary signs.

(1) All signs of a temporary nature must receive permits before being displayed,

except those specified in 123-15E. No more than one temporary sign may be
permitted per lot or used at any given time.
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(2) Requirements. Any proposed temporary sign shall conform to the following:

(a) Such sign shall not exceed four (4) feet in height and 32 square feet
in area in any non-residential district.

(b) Such sign shall not exceed four feet in height and 16 square feet in
area in anv residential district.

(c) Such sign shall not be displayed for more than 60 consecutive days.
(d) Such sign shall not be illuminated.

(e) Such sign shall maintain at least a five (5) foot setback from all
property lines.

(f) Such sign shall not impede traffic or visibility of pedestrians,
bicvclists or motots.

(3) Banners or Pennants. Banners or pennants shall be permitted as temporary
signs. No banner shall be displayed over any sidewalk, City street or

highway except upon approve by the City Council.

5102/11/628214v4 6/21/18



6/20/18

Draft

5102/11/628214v4 6/21/18



6/20/18

Draft

5102/11/628214v4 6/21/18



Draft: 6/20/18

{ey(a) The necessity of surety bonds and/or insurance shall be determined
by the Building Inspector or his duly authorized designee. If it is
determined that such surety bond and/or insurance is necessary, the
amount of such surety bond and/or insurance shall be determined by
the Building Inspector ot his duly authorized designee, in his/her sole
discretion, as may be necessary to defray any expense of liability from
the City. Surety bonds and/or insurance policies shall be approved as
to form by the City Attorney.

HK. Violations.

(1) Noncompliance with any of the foregoing provisions shall constitute an
offense, punishable as provided for in § 1-3, General penalty. When a person
has received written notice from the Building Inspector or has been served
with a summons and complaint in an action to enjoin continuance of any
violation, each day in excess of 10 days thereafter that he shall continue to be
guilty of such violation shall constitute an additional, separate and distinct
offense.

(2) Any temporary sign installed or placed, except in conformance with the
requirements of this section, shall be subject to removal. In addition to other
remedies hereunder, the City shall have the right to recover from the owner
or person placing such sign the full costs of removal and disposal of such
signs in accordance with the administrative fee set forth in the City of
Beacon Schedule of Fees. The fee shall be paid by the individual or entity
retrieving the signs from the City. The City shall dispose of the sign(s) after
five calendar days from the removal of the sign(s) by the City.
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(3) _The display of any sign at a location containing the name or address of a
person or entity and a commercial message relating to such person or
address shall be presumptive evidence that such person installed, created,
erected and maintained the sign at the location where it was displayed. This
presumption shall be subject to rebuttal by competent evidence.

Section 2. Ratification, Readoption and Confirmation

Except as specifically modified by the amendments contained herein, Chapter 223 of the
City of Beacon Code is otherwise to remain in full force and effect and is otherwise
ratified, readopted and confirmed.

Section 3. Severability

The provisions of this Local Law are separable and if any provision, clause, sentence,
subsection, word or part thereof is held illegal, invalid or unconstitutional, or inapplicable
to any person or circumstance, such illegality, invalidity or unconstitutionality, or
inapplicability shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions, clauses,
sentences, subsections, words or parts of this Local Law or their petition to other
persons or circumstances. It is hereby declared to be the legislative intent that this Local
law would have been adopted if such illegal, invalid or unconstitutional provision, clause,
sentence, subsection, word or part had not been included therein, and if such person or
circumstance to which the Local Law or part hereof is held inapplicable had been
specifically exempt there from.

Section 4. Effective Date

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Office of the Secretary of
State.
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