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Short Environmental Assessment Form
Part 3 Determination of Significance

For every question in Part 2 that was answered “moderate to large impact may occur”, or if there is a need to explain why a
particular element of the proposed action may or will not result in a significant adverse environmental impact, please
complete Part 3. Part 3 should, in sufficient detail, identify the impact, including any measures or design elements that
have been included by the project sponsor to avoid or reduce impacts. Part 3 should also explain how the lead agency
determined that the impact may or will not be significant. Each potential impact should be assessed considering its setting,
probability of occurring, duration, irreversibility, geographic scope and magnitude. Also consider the potential for short-
term, fong-term and cumulative impacts. )

The proposed local law amends the Zoning Code of the City of Beacon to provide that for all R1, RD and Fishkill
Creek Development Zoning Districts involving a parcel over 3 acres, the lot area per dwelling unit calculation shall
first deduct any lot area covered by surface water, land within a federal regulatory floodway, within a state or
federally regulated wetland, and/or within an area of very steep slopes of 25 percent or more as defined in Section
223-63 of the Code of the City of Beacon. This faw will limit how many dweliing units a developer may construct on a
lot located in the R1, RD and Fishkill Creek Development Zoning Districts. The goal of this local law is to promote
proper and sustainable residential development in the city.

The maximum number of dwellings permitted on a lot shall be calculated by dividing the total net development area
by the minimum lot area per dwelling unit required for each residential zoning district as set forth in the Zoning Code
of the City of Beacon. The total net development area is the total lot area of the property available after subtracting
any lot area covered by surface water, land within a federal regulatory floodway, within a state or federally regulated
wetland or within an area of very steep slopes of 25 percent or more. The calculation of net development area
excludes lands that are not suitable for development. Developers are prohibited or strongly discouraged from
development on lands covered by surface water, lands within a floodway or wetland and on lands with steep slopes.
Therefore, such lands should not be included in any calculations to establish the maximum number of dwelling units
permitted on a lot. The purpose of the proposed local law is to regulate development to protect the City and certain
environmentally sensitive features. The City's objective is to ensure that development density is reasonably related
to land capabilities, with lower densities maintained on lands least able to support intensive uses due to natural
features such as steep slopes and wetlands. The calculation of net development area under the proposed law
reflects the area of land available on which a dwelling unit could be sited. The proposed local law will protect the the
health, safety and welfare of the City and its residents. In addition, the law will better protect environmentally
sensitive lands and further regulate development near such lands. Therefore, the proposed action will not result in a
significant adverse environmental impact.

D Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting documentation,

that the proposed action may result in one or more potentially large or significant adverse impacts and an
environmental impact statement is required.

Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting documentation,
that the proposed action will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts,
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