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Draft: 9/25/17 
DRAFT LOCAL LAW NO. ____ OF 2017 

 

CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF BEACON 

 

PROPOSED LOCAL LAW TO AMEND 

CHAPTER 211 OF THE CODE OF THE  

CITY OF BEACON 

 

A LOCAL LAW to 
amend Chapter 211, 
concerning Street 
Closings for Special 
Events. 

 

 BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Beacon as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter 211, Article II entitled “Traffic Regulations” “is hereby amended to add 
Section 13.2 as follows:    

§203-13.2. Street closings for special events.   

A. Policy and Intent. It is the policy of the City of Beacon to encourage the occurrence 
of special events that enhance quality of life, provide entertainment and other leisure 
activities, promote local economic health, attract visitors, and contribute to the 
dynamic atmosphere of the community. It is the City’s intent to offer applicants 
support in planning a variety of safe and successful events that will serve diverse 
audiences and will create minimal disruption to surrounding areas.  

B. No person, corporation or other legal entity shall occupy, march or proceed along or 
close any City highway or part thereof without having first obtained a special event 
permit from the City of Beacon.    

C. Definitions.  

(1) For purposes of this section, a “special event” shall mean:  

(a) An Event which requires the closure of a public street, or the usage or 
closure of another public place or park, which involves:  

[1] Public entry; or 

[2] Vending of food, drink or merchandise; or 
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[3] Public entertainment; or  

[4] A moving athletic event like a race or walk; or 

(b) An outdoor event on private property which is open to the public and 
due to its size and activities:  

[1] Has a significant impact on the surrounding streets and 
neighborhoods; or  

[2] Requires special police or fire attention or the use of other 
special City services or facilities.  

(2) Block parties.  

(a) Applicants for permits for block parties shall submit a special event 
permit application containing so much of the information on the 
application as may be required by the Chief of Police, along with a 
street closing petition with signatures of support from at least 70% of 
residents on the block proposed for closure. Such applications may be 
approved or denied by the Chief of Police based on the general factors 
applying to special events and compliance with the specific block party 
requirements set forth herein.  

(b) A “block party” shall mean an event which requires the closure of one 
block, form intersection to intersection, of a street in a residential area, 
through the use of barricades, at the request of and for the benefit of 
the immediate residents of the neighborhood.  

(c) A block party permit shall be limited to six hours in duration and shall 
not extend beyond dusk. There shall be no charge for admission and 
no vending or amplified entertainment shall be allowed at a block 
party.   

D. Applications for permits for special events shall be made to the City Clerk and shall 
be reviewed and approved by the Highway Superintendent, the Department of Public 
Works, and the Chief of Police. The permit shall be issued be issued by the Chief of 
Police through the City Clerk’s office within 15 days of the submission of the 
application.    

E. Applicants for permits shall submit a special event permit application at least 30 days 
prior to the proposed event, which shall include, but not be limited to, the following 
information. Additional information may be required by the Chief of Police in order 
for the application to be considered complete and ready for review. 
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(1) The name, address and telephone number of the person or organization 
seeking to conduct such event. 

(2) The name, address and telephone number of the person who will be the event 
chairperson and who will be responsible for its conduct. 

(3) The proposed date(s) when the event is to be conducted. 

(4) The type of event and a full description of the activities to be conducted. 
Activities to be specifically described shall include, but not be limited to, 
cooking, vending, sale of alcoholic beverages, entertainment, athletic events, 
fireworks, and the use of bounce-houses or animals. 

(5) A detailed site plan, including, but not limited to, the location or route of the 
activities to be conducted, including the part of street to be closed and the 
method of closure and any entrances or exits; the location of parking, 
bathrooms or other facilities; and the location where any activities listed above 
are to be conducted. 

(6) If the event includes a moving closure of streets, as in a race, walk, or other 
athletic event, a written route and map must be included, as well as an 
estimation of the time period of the closures. 

(7) General liability insurance, if required. 

(8) Documentation of all related and necessary licenses or permits from the state 
or other municipalities or agencies. 

(9) Whether alcoholic beverages are to be sold and, if so, documentation of 
necessary permits and insurance. 

(10) The estimated attendance at the event. 

(11) The impact of the event on local residents and businesses, which shall include 
local notifications and responses. 

(12) The proposed hours when such event will start and terminate. 

(13) The security plan for the event, and the name of the licensed security agency 
to be used, when required. 

(14) The plan for litter and trash removal and sanitary facilities. 

(15) The plan for emergency medical services. 

(16) The parking and transportation plan for the event, both for residents of the 
affected area and for event participants and attendees. 
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(17) The City support services requested for the event, including fee-based 
services, and including, but not limited to, police and fire services, street 
barriers, use of City facilities, trash and litter collection, and street sweeping. 

(18) The applicant's history in providing similar events and obtaining and abiding 
by the terms of necessary licenses and permits. 

F. The following factors shall be taken into consideration when determining said 
applications and may provide the basis for denial of an application: 

(1) Whether the application is complete or contains a material misrepresentation; 

(2) Whether there are any objections to the special event  

(3) The maintenance of safety of all persons throughout the event; 

(4) The provision of safe and orderly movement of pedestrian and vehicular 
traffic at and contiguous to the event; 

(5) The area affected by the event; 

(6) The length of the event and hours of operation; 

(7) The noise to be produced by the event; 

(8) The availability of necessary parking and transportation for the event; 

(9) The support of, and potential impact of the event on, local residents and 
businesses, and the community in general, as demonstrated by documentation 
from the applicant and/or from public input received by direction of the 
Director of Communications; 

(10) The public and community purposes served by the event and the manner in 
which the event promotes the City and its cultural diversity; 

(11) The type of activities and facilities to be located in the street; 

(12) The economic impact of the event; 

(13) The provision of litter and trash removal and sanitary services; 

(14) The availability of police, fire and other necessary City services, and 
emergency medical services; 

(15) The existence of competing requests for use of the City streets; 
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(16) The applicant's history of providing similar events and abiding by the terms of 
necessary licenses and permits.  

G. Notification and public comment.  

(1) The event sponsor shall provide notification within seven days of submitting 
an application for a special event to the City Clerk. Notification shall be 
mailed to all properties that shall be impacted by any street closures and/or 
activities related to the event.  Notice shall be provided to properties located 
within 200 feet of the event or route as part of the planning for and 
consideration of an application for a special event, and before and during the 
special event. Any resident or business may contact the City Clerk or the Chief 
of Police to object to the special event.  

(2) The City Clerk shall post on the City website all approved applications for all 

special event permits. Such posting shall include the name and contact 

information of the applicant, a description of the special event, and the date, 

time and location(s) or route(s) of the event. 

H. Permit Conditions.  

(1) A permittee shall comply with all permit directions and conditions and with all 
applicable laws and ordinances.  

(2) Possession of permit. The event chairperson shall carry the special event 
permit upon his or her person during the event.  

(3) The Chief of Police shall have the authority to prohibit or restrict the parking 
of vehicles along a street constituting a part of the event area or route or as 
necessary to facilitate pedestrian and vehicular traffic in the vicinity of the 
event. Signs shall be posted to such effect, and it shall be unlawful for any 
person to park or leave unattended any vehicle in violation thereof. No person 
shall be liable for parking on a street unposted in violation of this section.  

(4) The hours of operation taking place within a public place shall be between the 
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. Monday through Friday and Sunday, and 
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and midnight on Saturday 

(5) All areas used must be left in a clean condition. Any need for trash receptacles 
or trash removal must be negotiated and approved by the Department of 
Public Works. Cleanup must be completed by 12:00 noon on the day 
following the event. 

(6) A special event permit does not relieve any participant, including but not 
limited to food stands, vendors, peddlers or exhibitors from the responsibility 
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of applying for any other permits or licenses or meeting any other 
requirements which may be applicable.  

(7) A special event permit is not transferrable.  

I. Only the applicant, Chief of Police or Highway Superintendent may remove the road 
barricades closing the street during the special event. Any resident or individual who 
needs to obtain ingress or egress on the closed street must contact an authorized 
individual to move the road barricades. The contact information of said authorized 
individuals will be available on the City’s website and will be posted on the barricades.  

J. The Chief of Police is authorized to adopt such procedures and to require such 
additional information as he or she deems appropriate, to allow for the full 
assessment and consideration of permit applications for the smooth and safe 
operation of special events in the City.  

K. Exceptions. Events initiated by and/or sponsored or co-sponsored by the City are 
excluded from the provisions of this Section.  

L. Penalties:  

(1) Special events shall not be held without a special event permit. Violation of 
this Section may subject the event sponsor to a fine of $500 in addition to any 
other penalty provide in the any other law or ordinance. The Police Chief may 
close any special event conducted without an approved permit.  

(2) The Police Chief/Director of Public Safety, the Deputy Fire Chief or their 
designated representative(s) may close any special event or any portion of a 
special event that is subsequently determined to be an imminent hazard to the 
public health, safety or welfare. 

(3) It shall be unlawful to drive over, through or around any barricade, fence or 
obstruction erected for the purpose of preventing traffic from passing over a 
portion of a highway closed to public travel or to remove, deface or damage 
any such barricade, fence, or obstruction. Only authorized individuals may 
remove the barricades to permit ingress and egress. Failure to comply with 
this provision is a violation of this chapter and shall be punishable by a fine of 
up to $250. A person violating this provision may be guilty of a misdemeanor. 
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Section 2. Ratification, Readoption and Confirmation 

Except as specifically modified by the amendments contained herein, Chapter 211 of the City of 
Beacon is otherwise to remain in full force and effect and is otherwise ratified, readopted and 
confirmed. 

Section 3. Numbering for Codification 

It is the intention of the City of Beacon and it is hereby enacted that the provisions of this Local 
Law shall be included in the Code of the City of Beacon; that the sections and subsections of this 
Local Law may be re-numbered or re-lettered by the Codifier to accomplish such intention; that the 
Codifier shall make no substantive changes to this Local Law; that the word “Local Law” shall be 
changed to “Chapter,” “Section” or other appropriate word as required for codification; and that 
any such rearranging of the numbering and editing shall not affect the validity of this Local Law or 
the provisions of the Code affected thereby. 

Section 4. Severability 
 
The provisions of this Local Law are separable and if any provision, clause, sentence, subsection, 
word or part thereof is held illegal, invalid or unconstitutional, or inapplicable to any person or 
circumstance, such illegality, invalidity or unconstitutionality, or inapplicability shall not affect or 
impair any of the remaining provisions, clauses, sentences, subsections, words or parts of this Local 
Law or their petition to other persons or circumstances. It is hereby declared to be the legislative 
intent that this Local law would have been adopted if such illegal, invalid or unconstitutional 
provision, clause, sentence, subsection, word or part had not been included therein, and if such 
person or circumstance to which the Local Law or part hereof is held inapplicable had been 
specifically exempt there from. 
 
Section 5. Effective Date 
 
This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Office of the Secretary of State. 

 

 


