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The building is located on the west side of Fishkill Avenue on a 0.2-acre lot. It is a 1½-story building with a 
multi-gabled roof, brick chimney, and an extraordinary level of Victorian detailing, especially for a 
modestly scaled house. The first story has horizontal clapboard siding and the second level has vertical 
board and batten siding. There are two east-facing dormers with rounded hoods. 

There is a projecting one-story bay on the western corner with raised panels below the windows. The 
cornices over the front porch and corner bay are highly decorated with brackets and a frieze pattern that 
extends along the north and south walls. The chamfered porch posts have elaborate cut-out corner 
brackets that extend to central pendants. The heavy porch railings have turned balusters. There are two 
French doors onto the porch, as well as a double-door front entrance with transom window.

These contributing decorative details on the house are emphasized by a multi-color paint job.  

A small house appears at this location on the 1867 and 1876 Atlas maps, listed as E. Chace, but the 
current configuration with a front porch is first accurately represented on the 1889 Sanborn map. 

The building retains its original character with a mix of Gothic and Italianate features. This elaborately 
decorated house is one of the most intact examples of its type, scale, and period in the City. It possesses 
special historic and aesthetic value as part of the cultural history of the City and embodies distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural period and style.

159 Fishkill Avenue                                       Front View                                                         Rear View
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The building is located on the west side of Fishkill Avenue on a 0.3-acre lot. It is a 2½-story building with a 
cross gable roof, front-facing dormer, and two central brick chimneys. The 1979 Historic Survey shows a 
highly decorated vergeboard, bracketed bay window, and elaborately detailed front porch supports and 
balustrade. However, the current building has been covered over with vinyl siding and all the former 
architectural details are gone. The first-level bay window on the front and a wraparound porch on the 
north side still exist, but without any decorative elements. There is a raised deck and one-story garage to 
the rear.

This house is first represented on the 1889 Sanborn map with its front bay window and front porch 
extending around the north side. On the rear of the lot is a 3-story structure listed as James Forrestal, 
carpenter and builder. By the 1919 version, the 3-story shop is no longer evident, but a 2-story carpenter 
and auto building is along the northern parcel line to the rear. On the 1927 Sanborn map an additional 1-
story building labeled James Forrestal, General Contractor, is to the rear, along with a grouping of other 
buildings extending over to Eliza Street. By 1946, the rear building is listed as a Hat Bin Manufacturer.  

Although the house has lost almost all its architectural details since the 1979 Historic Survey, the building 
is associated with a historic person in national history, James V. Forrestal (1892-1949). He was born here 
and graduated from Matteawan High School at the age of 16. A naval aviator in WWI and Wall Street 
executive between the wars, Forrestal’s friendship with Franklin D. Roosevelt led to his appointment as 
Undersecretary of the Navy in 1940 and Secretary of the Navy in 1944. He is noted for his effective 
mobilization of the war effort, his advocacy for racial integration in the military, and, after the war, a 
strong national defense. Forrestal was appointed the first Secretary of Defense by President Truman in 
1947, but disagreed with Truman over the military budget and other political issues and was forced to 
resign in 1949. He fell into depression and either fell or jumped to his death from a hospital window two 
months later. An aircraft carrier, a major office building in Washington DC, and an elementary school in 
Beacon were subsequently named after him.  

189 Fishkill Avenue                                                   Front View                                             Front Plaque
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The building is located on the east side of Fishkill Avenue on a 0.23-acre corner lot. It is a 2-story building 
with a hip roof, two cross gables, and a central brick chimney. The basement level has a rusticated 
cement block foundation. There is a 2-story, three-sided bay with paired central windows facing 
Verplanck Avenue.  

The clapboard siding and shingled gables noted in the 1979 Historic Survey have been covered over with 
vinyl siding. As a result, the most notable architectural features are the three street-front porches with 
flat roofs, Tuscan columns, and straight balusters. The porch facing the intersection has a doorway set in 
an angled corner. 

There is a small garage, probably from the 1920s, on the eastern rear side of the house and a historically 
contributing stone retaining wall along the Fishkill Avenue sidewalk.

This house is shown on the 1904 Sanborn map, although the porches in their current configuration first 
appear in the 1927 version.   

Even though the house has been resided with vinyl siding since the 1979 Historic Survey, the building 
retains much of its original character, especially the porches. This Queen Anne/Colonial Revival structure 
is one of the more intact examples of its type, scale, and period in the City. It possesses special historic 
and aesthetic value as part of the cultural history of the City and embodies distinguishing characteristics 
of an architectural period and style.

194 Fishkill Avenue                                         Views from Verplanck Avenue
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The building is located on the east side of Fishkill Avenue on a 0.19-acre lot. It is a 2-story brick structure 
with a flat roof. It is well above the street, accessed by more modern central steps and a concrete 
retaining wall along the sidewalk.  

The façade features a raised parapet roofline with a Star of David just below and three tall stained-glass 
windows. These windows are topped by arched stone elements with central keys and stone sills with 
supporting blocks below. Two smaller stained-glass windows flank the front entrance with arched brick 
lintels and stone sills. The brick entrance surrounds project out from the facade with a stone shallow arch 
above and the name of the building inscribed along the top edge. Two paneled wood doors have a 
transom window above and lantern lighting fixtures on both sides. 

There is a modern 1-story addition on the south side and the brick under the top edge of the structure 
has been re-pointed with a lighter shade of mortar.

.

The building was constructed in 1929, according to a stone block on the front corner. It is not shown on 
the 1927 Sanborn map, but is evident on the 1946 version, listed as the Hebrew Synagogue and Center.   

This religious structure is one of the most intact examples of its type, scale, and period in the City. It 
possesses special historic and aesthetic value as part of the cultural history of the City and embodies 
distinguishing characteristics of an architectural period and style.
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The building is located on the west side of S. Chestnut Street on a 0.17-acre corner lot. It is a 1½-story 
brick structure with a gable roof and rear chimney. The raised basement level has a stucco exterior.  

The façade features polychrome brick that imitate quoins on the front corners. A band of light-colored 
soldier bricks and stucco cross under the front gable. This reinforces the projecting pediment with 
modillions and flanking polychrome brick columns around the front entrance. An arched stucco panel 
with a central key and inscribed St. Rocco Society is above the double doors. The side walls have 
buttresses between the windows, which have soldier brick lintels and stone sills.

The windows appear to be modern replacements and the front stairs, metal railings, and overhead 
canopy are likely newer construction. Four windows on the rear wall have been bricked over. There is 
also a 1-story shed addition on the rear side.

.

This Classical Revival building was constructed in 1926, according to a stone block on the front corner. It is 
first shown on the 1927 Sanborn map, listed as the St. Rocco Society Hall. In the 1946 version it is labeled 
as both the St. Rocco Society and a clothing factory.

This social club structure with religious and Italian-American associations is one of the most intact 
examples of its type, scale, and period in the City. It possesses special historic and aesthetic value as part 
of the cultural history of the City and embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural period 
and style.

26 S. Chestnut Street                                        Front View                                                      Rear View
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The building is located on the south side of Commerce Street on a 0.11-acre corner lot. It is a 2½-story 
wood-frame structure with a cross gable roof that has an unusual flat center section and a central brick 
chimney. To the rear the house drops down to two stories with a flat roof. The gable ends have decorated 
vergeboards with applied diamonds and circular cut-outs. Parts of the existing asphalt siding have been 
covered over with new vinyl siding.   

The rear section, front porch, side porch, and 2-story rectangular bay window facing Cliff Street all 
feature the same repetitive cutwork pattern along the top edges. The porch posts have lightweight 
crosshatching and double-arch brackets, while the porch railing supports have both crosshatch and 
straight pieces. 

The front upper-floor windows have shed hoods with small corner brackets. All the window sashes 
appear to be modern replacements, but the front door and side lights seem to be original.

.

This house is first shown on the 1884 Sanborn Map. The street connecting Cliff Street with South Avenue 
did not exist on the 1876 Atlas Map, but it is shown on the 1884 Sanborn Map and is labeled as Spring 
Street in 1889. By 1919, it was known as Commerce Street.

Although the siding is not original, this Victorian house is one of the more intact examples of its type, 
scale, and period in the City, particularly in its decorated cornices and porches. It possesses special 
historic and aesthetic value as part of the cultural history of the City and embodies distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural period and style.

19 Commerce Street                                       Front View                                                          Rear View

DRAFT

30



11 Commerce Street                                                                                                31

Dutchess Beacon

Jianmao Deng 11 Commerce Street, Beacon, NY 12508

Residential Residential

X

X

X

John Clarke                                        25 Beech Street, Rhinebeck, NY 12572

jclarkeplandesign@gmail.com June 2019

North

X

DRAFT

Site

mailto:jclarkeplandesign@gmail.com


The building is located on the south side of Commerce Street on a 0.43-acre lot. It is a 2-story brick 
building with a flat roof and brick chimney. The house is surrounded by a metal fence with brick piers 
flanking the walkway and driveway entrances, as well as overgrown plantings, so it is difficult to see the 
building from the street for an accurate description. 

The roof line features a broad overhanging eave and wide frieze board without brackets. There is a one-
story bay window on the west side towards the rear. The windows have stone lintels and sills with 6 over 
6 sashes. The porch across the front of the house has a simple shed roof. The double front doors have 
arched windows with raised panels below. 

There is a one-story garage with a gable roof on the west side of the house that first shows up on the 
1919 Sanborn Map.

A house existed at this location on the 1867 and 1876 Atlas maps, labeled as H. H. Hustis. According to 
Smith’s 1882 History of Dutchess County, Henry H. Hustis was an attorney who opened an office in 
Fishkill Landing in 1853. He was listed as President of the incorporated village in 1866, 1868, 1870, and 
1873. The house with its front and rear porches is first accurately represented on the 1884 Sanborn 
map. The street connecting Cliff Street with South Avenue did not exist on the 1876 Atlas Map, but it is 
shown in 1884 and is labeled as Spring Street in 1889. By 1919, it was known as Commerce Street.

This Italianate house retains its original character. It is one of the most intact examples of its type, scale, 
and period in the City. It possesses special historic and aesthetic value as part of the cultural history of 
the City and embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural period and style.

11 Commerce Street                                              Front View                                                   Front Door

DRAFT

31



20 South Avenue                                                                                                      32

Dutchess Beacon

Barbara J. and Brenda J. Sims 5 Kitteridge Place, Beacon, NY 12508

Residential Residential, 3-Family

X

X

X

John Clarke                                        25 Beech Street, Rhinebeck, NY 12572

jclarkeplandesign@gmail.com 6/2019; revised 2/2020

North

X

X

DRAFT

Site

X

X

mailto:jclarkeplandesign@gmail.com


The building is located on the east side of South Avenue on a 0.54-acre uphill lot with a historically 
contributing cobble stone retaining wall along the front sidewalk. It is a 2½-story building with a mansard 
roof, brick chimney, and metal rooftop balustrade. The 1½-story addition to the rear also has a mansard 
roof, while the somewhat later 1-story addition to the south has a flat roof. There are gabled dormers 
with decorative cutwork around both mansard roofs. The second-floor cornice has brackets and a broad 
stucco band below. The second-floor windows are 2 over 2 with stone lintels and sills. 

The elaborately decorated porch, which extends across front and south side, has a bracketed cornice, 
square columns with capitals, cut-out arches with central pendants, and turned balusters. The front 
double doors have glass panels and a transom window.

The older photo on page 1 shows a different location for the front porch steps. A large modern addition 
with a horizontal siding and a combination shed and gable roof has also been built on the north side to 
the rear.  

A house appears at this location on the 1867 and 1876 Atlas maps, listed as Jas. Taylor, but it is first 
accurately represented with a front porch and mansard roof on the 1884 Sanborn map. A 2-story rear 
addition appears on the 1904 map. In 1912 a 1-story addition was built of the south side to the rear, 
along with an extension of the front porch around the side of the building.   

The building retains its original distinctive character, particularly its Second Empire roof and elaborately 
decorated wraparound porch. This house is one of the most intact examples of its type, scale, and period 
in the City. It possesses special historic and aesthetic value as part of the cultural history of the City and 
embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural period and style.

20 South Avenue                                                    Front View                                            Addition on North Side
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The building is located on the east side of South Avenue on a 0.37-acre uphill lot with a concrete retaining 
wall along the front sidewalk. It is a 2½-story building with a 1½-story southern section, multi-gabled roof, 
two brick chimneys with pots, and a raised basement level. The southern section features gable-hooded 
dormers with trefoil windows. There is an original 1-story section to the rear on the south side and a 
more modern 2-story addition to the rear on the east side. 

The front-facing gable has a wide vergeboard with elaborate cut-outs, pinnacle above, and a window and 
balcony below. The first floor in front has a canopy roof, two French doors, and an elevated porch with 
large projecting supports. There is a one-story bay window on the north side. The porch curving around 
the southern section of the house has lightweight columns and bracketed supports. Parts of the original 
balusters have been replaced. The double front doors have glass panels and a transom window.

To the rear, there is a contributing 1½-story carriage house with board and batten siding and a wide 
decorated vergeboard.

A house appears at this location on the 1867 and 1876 Atlas maps, listed in 1867 as S. Bogardus, but the 
house and rear structure are first accurately represented on the 1884 Sanborn map. 

This Gothic Revival house retains its original character and decorated features. It is one of the most intact 
examples of its type, scale, and period in the City. This structure possesses special historic and aesthetic 
value as part of the cultural history of the City and embodies distinguishing characteristics of an 
architectural period and style.

22 South Avenue                                  Front View                                                                  Rear Building
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The building is located on the east side of South Avenue on a 0.42-acre lot with a tall hedge and chain link 
fence along the sidewalk. It is a 2½-story building with a multi-gabled roof, and two brick chimneys.  The 
most distinctive features are the wide vergeboards with a repeating square pattern, cut-outs, and central 
drop pendants. 

There are 1-story bay windows on the south and west sides and a 2-story bay on the north side. The 
cornice brackets remain on the northern bay. The windows have arched wood frames, but some of the 2 
over 2 sashes have been replaced. 

The front porch curves around to the south side. It has chamfered columns and arched supports with 
corner cut-outs. 

The front doorway appears to be a modern replacement and the siding is now vinyl.

A house appears at this location on the 1867 and 1876 Atlas maps, listed as E. Crosby, but it is first 
accurately represented on the 1884 Sanborn map. 

Other than the vinyl siding and front doorway, the building retains its original character. This house with 
its elaborately decorated vergeboards is one of the more intact examples of its type, scale, and period in 
the City. It possesses special historic and aesthetic value as part of the cultural history of the City and 
embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural period and style.

26 South Avenue                                              Front Views                                                     
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The building is located on the east side of South Avenue on a 0.31-acre corner lot with a hedge and chain 
link fence along the sidewalk. It is a 2-story painted brick building with a multi-gabled roof and a brick 
chimney. The gables have a shallow pitch with a return on the west side. The cornices feature regularly 
spaced brackets. There is a 2-story bay on the south side with a matching bracketed cornice and shingle 
siding. The bay is first shown on the 1919 Sanborn Map.  

The windows have stone lintels and sills, but appear to have replacement sashes. A smaller set of paired  
windows under the western eaves has a distinctive diamond glazing pattern. A small, similarly shaped 
window with a diamond glass pattern also exists on the southern wall next to the bay. 

The front porch on the west side has a bracketed top and chamfered columns, but the balustrade has 
been covered over with solid shingles. There is also a 1-story, shed-roofed rear entrance on the east side 
that likely dates from the early 1900s and a more modern 1-story addition on the north side with a flat 
roof, clapboard siding, and a triple window facing South Avenue.

A house exists at this location on the 1867 and 1876 Atlas maps, listed as E. Crosby in 1867, but the 
current configuration with a front porch is first accurately represented on the 1884 Sanborn map. 

The building retains its original character. This bracketed house is one of the more intact examples of its 
type, scale, and period in the City. It possesses special historic and aesthetic value as part of the cultural 
history of the City and embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural period and style.

30 South Avenue                             South Avenue View                                                            Beacon Street View

DRAFT

35


