
§ 223-24.1. Accessory apartments. [Added 11-20-1989]

Purpose and intent. It is the purpose and intent of allowing
accessory apartments on single-family properties in all residence
districts to provide the opportunity and encouragement for the
development of small, rental housing units designed to meet the
special housing needs of single persons, couples, other small
households, the young, the elderly, persons of low and moderate
income and relatives of families presently living in Beacon. It
is the further purpose and intent of this provision to allow the
more efficient use of the City's existing stock of dwellings and
accessory buildings, to provide economic support for present
resident families of limited income and to otherwise help to
protect and preserve property values.

A.

Owner occupancy required. The owner of the single-family lot
upon which an accessory apartment is located shall occupy at
least one of the dwelling units on said lot.

B.

Location on the lot. An accessory apartment may be located
either in a detached single-family dwelling or in an accessory
building on such a single-family lot.

C.

Apartment size. The minimum floor area for an accessory
apartment within a detached single-family dwelling shall be 400
square feet. The maximum floor area shall be 650 square feet, but
in no case shall the floor area of the apartment exceed 30% of
the total floor area of the dwelling building in which it is located.
For an accessory apartment located in an accessory building,
the minimum floor area shall also be 300 square feet, and the
maximum shall be 600 square feet, except that the City Council
may permit a smaller or larger accessory apartment where
appropriate in an existing accessory building constructed prior
to August 1, 1989. There shall be no more than one accessory
apartment permitted per single-family lot. However, in the case
of a lot which contains an existing accessory building or buildings
that comply with the minimum required setbacks required for a
principal building in the zoning district in which the lot is located
and that were constructed prior to August 1, 1989, one accessory
apartment shall be permitted in each such accessory building
in addition to the one permitted in the detached single-family
dwelling; the area of such lot shall be at least 100% larger than
the minimum lot area required in the district in which the lot is
located for each accessory apartment in excess of the first one.

D.
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Exterior appearance. If an accessory apartment is located in a
detached single-family dwelling, the entry to such unit and its
design shall be such that, to the degree reasonably feasible, the
exterior appearance of the building will remain that of a single-
family residence.

E.

Off-street parking. A minimum of two off-street parking spaces
shall be provided for each accessory apartment in addition to the
off-street parking required for other uses existing on the lot.

F.

Renewal inspections. Each accessory apartment shall be
inspected by the Building Department every two years in order
to determine whether the apartment remains in compliance with
this section. Upon a satisfactory inspection report, the accessory
apartment owner shall be reissued a certificate of occupancy.
In the event that the inspection indicates that the apartment is
no longer in compliance, the certificate of occupancy shall be
revoked until the violations are cured. [Added 9-3-1996 by L.L.
No. 9-19961]

G.

1. Editor's Note: Section 2 of this local law also provided that it "shall apply to all accessory
apartments that are issued a permit from the enactment of § 223-24, 11-20-1989,
forward."
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